
 Joint Pastoral Council Meeting – St James and St Columba Renfrew – Monday 15th May 2023  

Present:  Father John, Marie-Jo Brown, Margaret McMahon, Máire Dobbin, Michael Rooney, Eileen 
Blake, Patricia Sweeney, Gerard McWatt, Carol Sailsbury, Harry Tunstead, George Smith, Geraldine 
Shiels, Kevin Milliken, Margaret Morrison, Josie Beacham, John Beacham, Yvonne Sinton, Kathleen 
Power, Chiya Steytler  

Apologies: Sr Ann, Mary McCulloch, Siobhan Lamond  

• Opening Prayer 
 

• Minutes adopted by Eileen Blake, seconded by Geraldine Shiels  
 
 

• Matters Arising:  
Candles – CS asked if there was an update, Fr John has an appointment to discuss new 
candles 
Holy Water Font – JB asked if there was an update on having Holy Water back in the church, 
HT has priced Holy water dispensers for both churches 
Organist – JB suggested asking if anyone in Trinity High School would be willing to play the 
organ in St Columba’s, Father John has previously asked but will reach out again.  
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – JB asked if Adoration could be started again, Father 
John agreed to having it before the Tuesday morning Mass.  
St Columba’s Vigil Mass – CS asked if more volunteers could be sought for the Vigil Mass.  
 

• Review of the Tridium:  
It was agreed that the Tridium services went well, there was discussion around the low 
numbers and combining the services next year to create a better atmosphere and more 
uplifting experience.  
 

• Confirmation and First Holy Communion:  
It was agreed that the services all went well and Father John advised that the School were 
delighted with how well things had gone.  
 

• Parish Finances:  
Father John advised that a Finance Committee has been set up in St James’s and already 
met, and there will be a meeting in St Columba’s. He advised that the Finances in both 
parishes were concerning, both parishes are losing between £500-£1000 per month.  
St Columba’s have started a 200 Club and St James’s will start in the Autumn.  
Use of the hall at St James’ is beginning to pick up.  
Volunteers will be sought to help with maintaining the grounds in St James’s. 
 

• SVDP:  
HT advised that the SVDP were hoping to start visiting parishioners across both parishes  
YS advised that the SVDP finances were concerning, they are seeing increasing numbers of 
people in need and the income is not covering the outgoings.  



It was suggested that SVDP income is put in the bulletin, along with details so people can set 
up a standing order.  
 

• Foodbank:  
Father John has received a letter from the Foodbank asking for assistance, there was 
discussion around how the parish could support the Foodbank and the SVDP, it was agreed 
this would be discussed at the next SVDP meeting and Father John would then reply to the 
Foodbank.  
 
50th Anniversary of St Columba’s Church:  
EB raised the 50th Anniversary of St Columba’s is approaching in November 2024.  It was 
agreed there should be recognition of this with a Mass of Thanksgiving and a Social Event. 
The parish will send a letter to the Bishop inviting him to the event.  
 

• Date of next meeting:  
TBC  


